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PPS RECORDS FOR 
8 WOODLAND TERRACE 

PLAT 38, LOT 73 
 

DR. JACK AND LORRAINE G. SAVRAN HOUSE 
Built 1959-1961 

D. Thomas Russillo, Architect 
Modern Building Co., Builder 

 
 

SUMMARY AND NOTES 
 
The address 8 Woodland Terrace first appears in the 1961 city directory, home of Dr. 
Jack and Lorraine Savran.  (A building permit for the house was issued in late 1959, 
and construction was completed in 1961.)  Dr. Savran was a surgeon with offices on 
295 Angell St.  Lorraine Savran was a vice president of Aborn Corp., a real estate firm 
with offices at the rear of this house. 
 
This property is part of the Woodland Terrace Plat, a small housing development which 
was the subject of a Providence Sunday Journal story (“He’s All for Painting in 
Salesmanship,” Sept. 30, 1956, Section V, p. 5).  In 1955, Butler Hospital sold 11 acres 
of land east of Grotto Avenue, for a little over $100,000, to Merrill L. Hassenfeld for 
development by Sylmer Realty, Inc.  The article described this heavily wooded “little 
wilderness” with a steep drop on its east side as both “a rough piece of land which 
descends into a steep gully” and a “picturesque canyon with a stream at the bottom – 
long a sylvan beauty spot on the Butler grounds.”  To lure prospective buyers, the 
developer’s real estate broker, Stanley E. Shein, commissioned a commercial artist to 
paint a picture of what the plat would look like when fully built out.  The painting proved 
so effective a sales tool that most of the house lots, about an acre in size, were 
purchased within the first year for about $18,000 each.  (Mr. Hassenfeld kept a 2-acre 
parcel at the southern end of the plat for his own residence.)  Buyers could build to suit 
themselves, but their plans were subject to the developer’s approval, the construction 
cost had to be at least $40,000, and no guest houses were allowed on any lot.  “It is 
expected that several of the houses will be Modern in style.  All will have the quality of 
small estates, with landscaped paths leading down into the grotto from which Grotto 
Avenue took its name.”  The private road through the plat was to be gated at each end, 
and no sidewalks were provided “in order to maintain the sylvan nature of the 
development.  ‘The houses will be built to conform to the natural terrain,’ said Mr. Shein.  
‘We do not intend to lose the natural beauty of this site.’ ”  
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
8 Woodland Terrace is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places, nor located 
in any local historic district designated by the City of Providence. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Assessor’s Plat Maps and Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
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The map for Assessor’s Plat 38 identifies 8 Woodland Terrace, which is the middle of 
the 7 house lots on the south side of the street, as Lot 73.  The lot measures just over 
an acre (46,906 sq.ft.), with 129.2 feet of frontage along the street.  
 
Chain of title card for AP 38, Lot 73 – WOODLAND TERRACE 
 
Sylmer Realty Inc. owned the property as of December 1956. 
Zuckerberg Inc. owned the property as of December 1957. 
Abbott Glass Co. owned the property as of December 1958. 
Jack Savran and wife Lorraine Savran owned the property as of December 1959. 
 (Mrs. Savran’s first name is misspelled “Loraine” on the card.) 
David Friedman and wife Frances Friedman owned the property as of April 30, 1976. 
 The card refers to Deed Book 1191/Page 531.  (Mr. Friedman’s surname 
 is misspelled “Freidman” on the card.) 
Frances Friedman owned the property as of December 30, 1976 (refers to DB 
  1196/400).    
  
[No entries after 1976.] 
 
According to the Assessor’s computerized data base, the current owner is Frances 
Friedman of 8 Woodland Terrace. 
 
Maps and Atlases (Archives and Registry of Deeds)  
 
Maps indicate that the house was constructed after 1955. 
 
1937:  “Plat Book of Providence, R.I.” by G.M. Hopkins, p. 23, shows the future site of 8 
Woodland Terrace (and all other house lots on that street) as part of Butler Hospital’s 
4.46 million acre property. (Archives) 
 
1955:  “Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Map, 1921, updated” Vol. 3, does not show the 
Woodland Terrace area.  (Archives) 
 
1956:  “Woodland Terrace” by Henry W. Markoff, engineer, June 1956, recorded in Plat 
Book 43/Page 38 (no plat card copy).  This plat map shows the layout of 11 house lots 
on a curving “private road” which connects to Grotto Avenue at both ends.  Lot 9, in the 
middle of the 7 lots on the east side of the road, contains 49,278 s.f.  (NB:  According to 
deeds, a part of the road itself was included in Lot 9 when it was sold to the Savrans, 
but later quitclaimed to the City of Providence.)  (Registry of Deeds) 
  
Deeds (Archives) 
 
Deeds indicate that Jack and Lorraine Savran bought the property in 1958.  While the 
Savrans’ deed mentions buildings and improvements on this lot, neither maps nor 
directories confirm that a house stood on this property prior to 1961.  However, the lot 
included part of the Woodland Terrace right-of-way, which would have been considered 
an improvement. 
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Deed Book 1064/Page 485:  On May 6, 1957, Sylmer Realty Inc. sold to Zuckerberg 
Inc., Lot #9 on the Woodland Terrace Plat of June 1956 by Harry W. Markoff, engineer 
(Plat Book 43, Page 38), containing 49,278 sq.ft.   
 
The deed included the following restrictions:  (1)  minimum 37.5 ft. setback from the 
center line of the private road; (2) minimum side and rear setbacks equivalent to 10% of 
the width of the lot; (3) only 1 single-family house with private garage allowed; (4) no 
fowl or livestock allowed, except “usual household pets;” (5) no business activity 
allowed; (6) the cost of the house (including garage and landscaping, but not including 
the cost of the lot) shall be at least $40,000; and (7) these restrictions to be effective 
until January 1, 1990, unless waived by the grantor.  
 
The deed also included the following reservations and covenants:  (1)  the grantor 
reserved to itself and all future property owners abutting the private road, as well as to 
any visitors to said owners, the right-of-way along the road by foot or vehicle; (2) the 
grantor agreed to construct a black surfaced road along said private road, to install 
sewer and gas mains thereon, and either underground or overhead electrical and 
telephone wire; (3) a utility easement would be provided to the electrical and telephone 
companies; (4) the grantee agreed to maintain that portion of the lot that abuts the 
center of the private road in good and safe condition, reasonably free of snow and ice 
and other obstructions, and passable to vehicles at all times; and (5) the grantor 
reserved a right-of-way through, under, and along the private road for utilities 
maintenance. 
 
DB 1081/391:  On July 1, 1958, Zuckerberg Inc. quitclaimed to the City of Providence 
(for $1.00), for highway purposes, the half of the private road lying within Lot #9 in the 
Woodland Terrace Plat, as shown on the plat map.   
 
DB 1083/321:  On November 21, 1958, Zuckerberg Inc. sold to Abbott Glass Co., Lot #9 
in the Woodland Terrace Plat, conveyed with all restrictions, reservations and 
covenants of record. No buildings are mentioned in the deed.  
 
DB 1085/68: On December 31, 1958, Abbott Glass Co. sold to Jack Savran and wife 
Lorraine Savran of Providence, Lot #9 with buildings and improvements in the 
Woodland Terrace Plat, “excepting so much as was deeded to the City of Providence 
for highway purposes,” subject to the restrictions in the deed of Sylmer Realty Inc. to 
Zuckerberg Inc. dated May 6, 1957 (DB 1064/485).  [NB:  While the deed refers to 
“buildings and improvements,” Abbott Glass only owned the property for a little more 
than a month, so it is highly unlikely that the house was built in that time.  
“Improvements” is probably the operative word.]  
 
DB1191/531:  On April 30, 1976, Jack and Lorraine G. Savran of Providence sold to 
David Friedman and wife Frances Friedman, Lot #9 with buildings and improvements in 
the Woodland Terrace Plat, “excepting such interest therein as deeded to the City of 
Providence for highway purposes [DB 1081/391].  The deed refers to restrictions in DB 
1064/485.   Being the same premises conveyed to the grantors by deed of Abbott Glass 
Co. dated December 31, 1958 (DB 1085/68). 
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Building Permit (Dept. of Inspection & Standards) 
 
Permit #1471, dated December 11, 1959, issued to Dr. Jack Savran for construction of 
a single-family house at 8 Woodland Terrace (Plat 38/Lot 73).  Architect, D. Thomas 
Russillo.  Builder:  Modern Building Co. 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
The address 8 Woodland Terrace first appears in city directories in 1961 as the home of 
Dr. Jack and Lorraine G. Savran.   
 
Providence City Directories were published beginning in 1850.  For the first 4 decades, 
these volumes contained a street directory (listing all existing streets), and a residents’ 
directory organized alphabetically by last name.  Residents’ professions and business 
addresses (if any) were noted before home addresses.  From 1892-1894 city directories 
also included a section listing residential buildings by street address, which was later 
separately published as a House Directory (1895-1935).  The notation “(h)” indicates a 
head of household; “(b)” indicates a boarder.  
 
1961  8 Woodland Terrace (first listing of this address) – Jack (Lorraine G.) 
   Savran, physician 295 Angell St; Lorraine Savran, vice president 
   Aborn Corp. (real estate), rear 8 Woodland Terrace.   
 
   [In 1960, the Savrans lived at rear 185 Lorimer Avenue; Dr. Savran 
   is listed as a surgeon.]    
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